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HOW? WHY?
By listening to communities 
and investing precisely in 
their integrated solutions 
(health, livelihoods, and 
education)

To address the triple crisis of 
social injustice, nature’s 
collapse, and the climate 
emergency

WHAT?
Our programs return: 

- improved human health
- improved forest health
- drawdown of CO2



Protecting these forests is critical for preventing catastrophic 
health impacts, conflict, and forced migration (Lancet 2018).

Forests managed by Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities hold ~300 million tonnes of carbon — 33 times 
the annual global emissions from energy (WRI 2018).



Proof of Concept Portfolio

We work alongside 135,000 members of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, 
protecting 8.8 million hectares of high-conservation-value rainforest.

Gunung Palung and 
Bukit Baka Bukit Raya 

National Parks

Manombo Rainforest Terra do Meio - Xingu Basin 
Amazon Rainforest
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Evidence of carbon impact of investing 
in community-designed solutions

70% reduction in annual 
deforestation

A $5.2 million investment saved 
$65.3 million in carbon emissions

Gunung Palung compared to a 
composite control of 32 Indonesian 
national parks

Indonesian Borneo, 2008-2018

(Jones et al. 2020 in PNAS)
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Significant dose-response 
within Gunung Palung

High engagement with 
healthcare and livelihood 
programs correlated with 
decreased forest loss

Evidence of carbon impact of investing 
in community-designed solutions



QUESTION
Do community-designed solutions for forest conservation in Manombo, Madagascar prevent 
environmentally-driven disease and reduce the risk of zoonotic spillover?

METHODOLOGY
Ten-year, longitudinal, prospective cohort study

COLLABORATORS

Research: One Health in Madagascar



Research: One Health in Madagascar

COMMUNITY-DESIGNED 
SOLUTIONS

WILDLIFE HEALTH
↓ pathogen load
↓ viral shedding
↓ human contact

FOREST 
REGENERATION

HUMAN HEALTH
↓ respiratory disease
↓ diarrheal  disease
↓ vector-borne disease
↓ wildlife contact
↓ spillover



Research: Cyclone Response in Madagascar

QUESTION
Does emergency response guided by Radical Listening reduce forest and health damage 
caused by tropical cyclones?

METHODOLOGY
● Radical Listening to assess and address needs (e.g. sustainable timber)
● Rapid satellite imagery to assess standing water, downed trees, road access
● Long-term satellite imagery to assess forest cover in intervention and control sites
● Analysis of patient records to assess health pre- and post-cyclone

COLLABORATORS



Research: Forests to Prevent Disease in Brazil

QUESTION
Do the interventions designed by Indigenous and Riverine communities 
in Terra do Meio reduce vector-borne diseases by protecting forest?

METHODOLOGY
● Quasi-experimental design to compare the intervention area with 

control regions
● Public health system data to quantify disease incidence
● Interviews to understand land use and livelihood changes
● Ecological monitoring to quantify forest integrity
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Coordinate best in class partners to deliver 
community-designed solutions inside a planetary 
health frame

PARTNERSHIPS

TECHNOLOGY Move the Health In Harmony model into digital, online 
space

ADVOCACY Influence government, donor & private sector policy

SCALING IMPACT BY 2030



Planetary Health Impact



THANK YOU 

For more information, contact:

Ashley Emerson
Chief Programs and Research Officer

ashley@healthinharmony.org

Nina Finley
Research Manager

nina@healthinharmony.org

www.healthinharmony.org

mailto:devika@healthinharmony.org
http://www.healthinharmony.org

